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WHAT DOES "COME
TOGETHER" MEAN TO YOU?

A joyful reunion. 

DID YOUR CHILDHOOD
INFLUENCE YOUR ART?
Definitively. One of the theme I explore
through my paintings is that common
memory we have of us as a child to be
amazed by everything around you and
to be deeply happy with very simple
things. Becoming an adult, society
slowly expects you to lose your smile,
your spontaneity and to take every
situation very seriously. I tried during a
time but I wasn’t very good at playing
this part. So I clearly chose to keep my
child soul by being creative everyday
and doing my best to stay amazed by
the beauty of life. 

A N N A B E L  F A U S T I N
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WHAT QUESTION WOULD
YOU LIKE TO BE ASKED?
I personally love learning tiny details
from people so maybe silly useless
questions far away from Art like : ‘What
is your favorite dessert?’ (Le fondant
au chocolat), or ‘What’s your astrologic
signs?’ for the one who believe it (Solar
Taurus, Rising Virgo, Moon Aries) or
maybe ‘What’s your favorite smell in
the world?’ (My mother perfume,
‘Mitsouko’ by Guerlain)… 
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WHAT IS YOUR YEAR OF
BIRTH AND PLACE OF
BIRTH?

 WHAT IS THE BEST
SERIES ACCORDING TO
YOU?

YOUR FAVORITE SONG?

WHICH ART SCHOOL DID
YOU ATTEND? 

I was born in 1989 in Toulon in
the South of France. 

I studied Art Direction at L’École
Estienne in Paris which is more a
Design School than an Art School. Then
I learnt to paint by myself. 

‘Dream’ by Fleetwood Mac and
‘Holocene’ by Bon Iver. 

I am watching lots of new tv
shows everyday. But ’Friends’
and ‘Hercule Poirot’ with David
Suchet, will always have a special
place in my heart. 
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 WHAT'S THE FIRST
THING YOU DO WHEN
YOU ARRIVE AT YOUR

STUDIO?

I have the exact same
routine everyday. I do
some yoga during 30
minutes, then I light a
candle, I put some lofi
music and I draw some
sketch to ‘stretch my
inspiration’. This little

ceremony helps me to
relax and to enter in the
perfect creative mood. I

cannot have any good
ideas if I feel stressed. 
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DID YOUR CHILDHOOD
INFLUENCE YOUR ART?

Rather I draw on my own
childhood. I rely on my
childhood memories to
create my artwork. The
characters I portray are

interspersed with events
from my childhood.
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WHAT DOES "COME
TOGETHER" MEAN TO

YOU?
For me, "Come together"
is a word that resonates
with me. I have a large

family, but we are all so
busy that we don't often

get together to eat
together. We only get

together once or twice a
year, so the days when

we can get together are
precious. "Come

together" is a word of
hope for me.
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YOUR FAVORITE ARTIST?

WHAT IS YOUR YEAR OF
BIRTH AND PLACE OF
BIRTH?

YOUR FAVORITE SONG?

WHICH ART SCHOOL DID
YOU ATTEND? 

Born in Japan in 1994.

Aichi University of the Arts,
Graduate School of Fine Arts,
Oil Painting.

My favorite artists are Sandro
Botticelli and Fra Angelico,
among the painters of old.
They paint wonderful tempera
paintings.
An artist who has influenced
me is Leonardo Cremonini. I
wish I could have met him
while he was alive. It is a pity
that his works are not easily
seen in Japan

MI don't have a favorite song,
but listening to songs my
mother used to listen to is
somewhat comforting.



WHAT DOES "COME
TOGETHER" MEAN TO YOU?

beetles' song, which takes me
back to my childhood, as well as
a British saying that emphasises
that things

DID YOUR CHILDHOOD
INFLUENCE YOUR ART?

I owe most of my practice to my
childhood and adolescence, when
drawing was my only form of
expression that was not constrained.

M A R G A U X  L A U R E N - N E E L S
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WHAT QUESTION WOULD
YOU LIKE TO BE ASKED?

What issues and formal horizons have
been opened up by the practice of
ceramics and sculpture in general,
where painting found its limits?

WHICH ART SCHOOL DID YOU
ATTEND? 
Beaux-Arts, Paris and Academy
of Fine Arts, Vienna (Austria)
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WHAT'S THE FIRST THING
YOU DO WHEN YOU ARRIVE
AT YOUR STUDIO?
water the plants, fill Naya's bowl
and make myself a cup of coffee

 YOUR FAVORITE
ARTIST?
Robert Crumb
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YOUR FAVORITE SONG?
right now I'm listening to Jordan
Sparks' "One step at a time" on a loop
to motivate myself and moderate my
stress.

 WHAT IS YOUR YEAR OF
BIRTH AND PLACE OF BIRTH?
August 15, 1997 in Deauville
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S c u l p t u r e  a l l o w s  m e  t o  e x p l o r e  f o r m s  i n  a  m u c h  m o r e
i n t u i t i v e ,  p h y s i c a l  w a y .  F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  I  w o r k  w i t h  m y

h a n d s ,  w i t h o u t  t o o l s ,  d r a w i n g  s t r e n g t h  f r o m  m y  w h o l e
b o d y .  I  o f t e n  w o r k  s t a n d i n g  u p ,  b e n t  o v e r ,  w i t h  t h e

s t r e n g t h  o f  m y  a r m s  a n d  b a c k ,  t o  s t r e t c h  o r  c o m p r e s s
t h e  m a t e r i a l ,  t o  b u i l d ,  t o  f u s e ,  t o  r o u g h  u p  t h e  c l a y  t o

d r a w  s h a p e s  i n  v o l u m e  a n d  b u i l d  s o l i d  w a l l s .  

T h e n  i t  b e c o m e s  t h e  w o r k  o f  a n  a r c h i t e c t ,  t h a t  o f
d r a w i n g  f a ç a d e s :  f r o m  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  d e t a i l s ,  w i t h  s l i p ,

I  e n g a g e  i n  a  r e f l e c t i o n  o n  m a t t e r ,  t e x t u r e ,  o r n a m e n t ,
m a x i m a l i s m ,  h a i r s ,  f l o w e r s ,  t e e t h . . .  i t ' s  n o  l o n g e r  a

q u e s t i o n  o f  f i g u r i n g  a  g a r d e n  o n  a  c a n v a s  b u t  o f  m a k i n g
o r g a n i c  a n d  a l i v e  w h a t  w a s  o n l y  a  t a t  o f  e a r t h .  

T h i n k i n g  i n  v o l u m e  a l l o w s  m e  t o  t h i n k  o f  a n  o b j e c t ,  a
f i g u r e ,  a  g a r g o y l e  i n  s p a c e ,  i n  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t .  I t s

f u t u r e  i n t e r a c t i o n s  w i t h  l i g h t ,  i t s  i n c l u s i o n  i n  r e a l i t y
a n d  t h e  w a y  i n  w h i c h  w e  c a n  t u r n  a r o u n d  i t  a n d  s e e  v e r y
d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g s  d e p e n d i n g  o n  e a c h  s h o t ,  e a c h  a n g l e  o f

v i e w .

T h i s  i s  q u i t e  t h e  o p p o s i t e  o f  p a i n t i n g ,  w h i c h  e n c o u r a g e s
f l a t ,  f i x e d  r e f l e c t i o n  a n d  f i g u r a t i v e ,  s t a t i c  i n t e r a c t i o n s
b e t w e e n  s e v e r a l  e l e m e n t s .  I n  s c u l p t u r e ,  t h e  d i a l o g u e  i s

u n c e r t a i n  a n d  c o n s t a n t l y  e v o l v i n g .  D e p e n d i n g  o n  t h e
s c e n o g r a p h y ,  e t c . ,  t h e  f o c u s  i s  l e s s  o n  a  s c e n e  a s  a
w h o l e  t h a n  o n  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a  c h a r a c t e r ,  a  u n i q u e

s y m b o l  t o  b e  r e l e a s e d  i n t o  n a t u r e .  G r o t e s q u e
r e f e r e n c e s ,  G o t h i c  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  d i a l o g u e  b e t w e e n  t h e

m o n s t r o u s  a n d  t h e  m a r v e l o u s ,  d e s i g n  c h a r a c t e r ,
o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  n a t u r e  a n d  a n i m a l s ,  t r o m p e  l ' œ i l ,  a n d  a
s h i f t  f r o m  t h e  m i n e r a l  ( e a r t h ,  g l a s s )  t o  t h e  s u p p o s e d l y

o r g a n i c :  i m i t a t i o n  o f  a  f l o w e r ,  a  b e a s t ,  a  l i m b . . . ) .
P l a y i n g  w i t h  s c a l e  ( t i n y  o r  g i g a n t i c ) ,  d e n s i t y :  f i g u r i n g
l i g h t n e s s  w h e n  t h e  m a t e r i a l  i s  s o  h e a v y ,  p l a y i n g  w i t h

c o l o r s  a n d  e f f e c t s  ( m e t a l ,  l u s t r e . . . ) .  
S c u l p t u r e  i s  a  n e w  w a y  f o r  m e  t o  a p p r o a c h  f i g u r a t i o n ,

l i g h t e r ,  h a p p i e r  a n d  m o r e  p a l p a b l e .

WHAT ISSUES AND FORMAL HORIZONS HAVE BEEN OPENED UP
BY THE PRACTICE OF CERAMICS AND SCULPTURE IN GENERAL,

WHERE PAINTING FOUND ITS LIMITS?
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WHAT IS YOUR YEAR OF
BIRTH AND PLACE OF
BIRTH?

 WHAT IS THE BEST
SERIES ACCORDING TO
YOU?

WHICH ART SCHOOL DID
YOU ATTEND? 

Money Heist

Indonesia Institute of Art Yogyakarta

WHAT'S THE FIRST
THING YOU DO WHEN
YOU ARRIVE AT YOUR
STUDIO?

sit down and listening music while I'm
staring at my canvas 

30 January 1990



WHERE DO YOU LIVE? 
 Between Jakarta and
Yogyakarta

DID YOUR CHILDHOOD
INFLUENCE YOUR ART?
 yes, I love to play video game and lot
of my visual reference come and grow
from video game

V A L D O  M A N U L L A N G
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 YOUR FAVORITE ARTIST
Damien Hirst

YOUR FAVORITE SONG?
obladi oblada the beatles



K E A N
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YOUR FAVORITE ARTIST?

WHAT IS YOUR YEAR OF
BIRTH AND PLACE OF
BIRTH?

YOUR FAVORITE SONG?

 WHAT'S THE FIRST
THING YOU DO WHEN
YOU ARRIVE AT YOUR
STUDIO?

I was born in Mulhouse in 1988.

I spend some time choosing
the perfect shades to create
the work I have already
created in my mind

I can't choose between Felipe
Pantone, Thomas Trum and
Pierre Soulages!

"Weird Fishes" by Radiohead
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DID YOUR CHILDHOOD
INFLUENCE YOUR

ART?

As a kid I can't really
say I had a major art
influence, but during
my young adult life I

was introduced to the
urban art and that was
really a door opened

on so much more
influences that came

into my life later!



K E A N

P R I S M A  I N C . P A G E  0 6G A L E R I E  Z B E R R O “ C O M E  T O G E T H E R ”

WHAT QUESTION
WOULD YOU LIKE TO

BE ASKED?
I don't really need
to be asked some

questions about me
or my artwork, I am
more interested on

what my work
convey as emotions

or feelings to
others.

 WHAT'S THE FIRST
THING YOU DO

WHEN YOU ARRIVE
AT YOUR STUDIO?

I spend some time
choosing the

perfect shades to
create the work I

have already
created in my mind



M a x  W e i s s  u s e s  a i r b r u s h e s  t o  c r e a t e  a  d i g i t a l  l o o k ,  e n l i v e n e d  b y
e l e m e n t s  i n  o i l  a n d  d i f f e r e n t  m a t e r i a l s .  U s i n g  a n  i r o n i c
a p p r o a c h ,  h e  c o n f r o n t s  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  o f  L a r r y  a n d  G i n a  w i t h
t h e  u n p l e a s a n t  e v e n t s  t h a t  m a r k  t h e i r  d a i l y  l i v e s .
F e a r s  a n d  w o r r i e s  s u c h  a s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  p r o b l e m s ,  r e j e c t i o n ,
l o n e l i n e s s  a n d  m a t e r i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  n e e d  t o  h a v e  a  l i g h t n e s s
a b o u t  t h e m  t h a t  a l l o w s  t h e  v i e w e r  t o  r e f l e c t  o n  t h e m  w i t h o u t
f a l l i n g  i n t o  n e g a t i v e  t h o u g h t s .  B y  w o r k i n g  w i t h  p h o t o g r a p h s ,
t h e  i m a g e s  a l w a y s  h a v e  a  l i n k  w i t h  t h e  r e a l  w o r l d .  T h e
c h a r a c t e r s  i n  t h e  p a i n t i n g s  a r e  d e p i c t e d  a s  a  k i n d  o f  d o l l  t h a t
o n l y  c o m e  t o  l i f e  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  e y e s .
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YOUR FAVORITE ARTIST?

WHAT IS YOUR YEAR OF
BIRTH AND PLACE OF
BIRTH?

YOUR FAVORITE SONG?

WHICH ART SCHOOL DID
YOU ATTEND? 

I was born in 1994 in NYC

I attended Syracuse
University, School of Visual
and performing Arts

I have many favorite artists but
I always get excited when I see
a Frank Stella and a Claude
Monet

I love music but it's hard to say
I have a favorite song. I like
different songs based on what
mood I am in. I love old
classical rock when I'm feeling
moody and disco music when I
feel like dancing!
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DID YOUR CHILDHOOD
INFLUENCE YOUR

ART?
Yes, My dad was a

sculptor and my
grandma was an

amazing illustrator. I
remember drawing with

them all the time. My
dad would teach me

how to see forms and
my grandma would
teach me different

ways on how to capture
light and darkness.

These are some of my
favorite memories as a
kid, so I think bringing
this into my adulthood

allows me to feel
happiness and a sense

of freedom when I
create today. 
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WHAT QUESTION
WOULD YOU LIKE TO

BE ASKED?
I like to talk about the

philosophical questions,
the ones that have

multiple answers, the
questions that create
further questions. The

questions that make us
question oneself and
the world around us. 

 WHAT'S THE FIRST
THING YOU DO WHEN
YOU ARRIVE AT YOUR

STUDIO?

I eat breakfast/lunch so
I have energy and so I
can focus on creating
the rest of the day, I

don't like to stop in the
middle because once
I'm in I feel it's hard to

stop.



L o s e r  A n g e l e s  d r a w s  h e a v y  i n f l u e n c e  f r o m  t h e  a b s u r d  a n d
n o n - s e n s i c a l  a n d  c r e a t e s  w o r k  t h a t  c h a l l e n g e s  t h e  v i e w e r ,
o r  w h o  h e  p r e f e r s  t o  d e s c r i b e  a s  “ t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t ”  t o
a b a n d o n  a l l  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  m e a n i n g .  H i s  f r e q u e n t  u s e  o f
b r i g h t  a n d  p r i m a r y  c o l o r s ,  b o l d  g r a p h i c s  a n d  t e x t  i n  h i s
w o r k  a r e  i n s p i r e d  b y  t h e  p r i m i t i v e  d e s i r e  t o  s e e  h a r m o n y
i n  d i s c o r d

L o s e r  A n g e l e s  i s  a  v i s u a l  a r t i s t  b a s e d  i n  L o s  A n g e l e s ,
C A .  
U s i n g  a  v a r i e t y  o f  m e d i u m s ,  L o s e r  A n g e l e s ’  w o r k
f e a t u r e s  c o m m o n  s u b j e c t s  a n d  c h a r a c t e r s
s p o n t a n e o u s l y  t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  w o r k s  –  w h i c h  e x p l o r e
a n d  e m p h a s i z e  w h a t  h e  d e s c r i b e s  a s  “ t h e  o d d n e s s  o f
t h e  o r d i n a r y . ”



B l a n d i n  s e  d i r i g e  n a t u r e l l e m e n t  v e r s  u n e  e x p r e s s i o n  F i g u r a t i v e .  I l
t r a v a i l l e  s u r  t o i l e  e t  s u r  p a p i e r  à  l a  p e i n t u r e  a c r y l i q u e  e t  e f f e c t u e
s e s  r e c h e r c h e s  e n  m i x a n t  p a s t e l  g r a s ,  c r a y o n  o u  f e u t r e .  

L e s  j e u x  d e  m o d u l a t i o n s  o m b r e / l u m i è r e  r e p r é s e n t e n t  u n e  p a r t
i m p o r t a n t e  d e  s o n  t r a v a i l .  S a  p a l e t t e  e s t  v i b r a n t e  e t  o n i r i q u e ,
s é p a r é e  d u  r ô l e  m i m é t i q u e  d e  l a  c o u l e u r .  I l  m ê l e  a p l a t ,  t r a n s p a r e n c e
o u  j e u x  d e  s u p e r p o s i t i o n  p o u r  s t r u c t u r e r  s a  c o m p o s i t i o n .  L e s  f o r m e s
s o n t  s i m p l i f i é e s ,  g é o m é t r i q u e s  e t  l e s  l i g n e s  m a r q u é e s .  L ’ i n t e n s i t é
c h r o m a t i q u e  e s t  a c c e n t u é e .  O n  p e r ç o i t  u n e  d i g i t a l i s a t i o n  d e  l a
p e i n t u r e  d a n s  l e  t r a i t é  g r a p h i q u e  d e  s e s  œ u v r e s .  

I l  p e i n t  p r i n c i p a l e m e n t  d e s  p a y s a g e s  o u  d e s  s c è n e s  d e  l a  v i e
q u o t i d i e n n e .  L ’ u n i v e r s  d e  B l a n d i n  e s t  c o l o r é ,  i m m e r s i f  e t
c o n t e m p l a t i f  e n  s u s p e n s  d a n s  l e  t e m p s  e n t r e  r ê v e  e t  r é a l i t é .  A v e c  u n
r e g a r d  a i g u i s é  p o u r  l e s  d é t a i l s ,  i l  r é v è l e  l e  c h a r m e  c a c h é  d u  b a n a l ,
n o u s  r a p p e l a n t  q u e  l a  b e a u t é  p e u t  s e  t r o u v e r  d a n s  l e s  c h o s e s  l e s
p l u s  s i m p l e s .  À  t r a v e r s  s o n  a r t ,  i l  n o u s  i n v i t e  à  r é v e i l l e r  n o s  s e n s  e t
à  a p p r é c i e r  l e s  m e r v e i l l e s  d e  n o t r e  q u o t i d i e n .  



WHAT DOES "COME
TOGETHER" MEAN TO YOU?
Accept the advantages and
disadvantages.

DID YOUR CHILDHOOD
INFLUENCE YOUR ART?
Yes Of Course , Childhood provides
many ideas and experiences that make
ideas for works of art happen.

R I K I  A N T O N I
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YOUR FAVORITE ARTIST?
Henri Matisse, Hendra Gunawan

G A L E R I E  Z B E R R O “ C O M E  T O G E T H E R ”

WHAT IS YOUR YEAR OF
BIRTH AND PLACE OF
BIRTH?

YOUR FAVORITE SONG?

WHICH ART SCHOOL DID
YOU ATTEND? 

Jakarta, January 1 1976.

 Indonesian Institute of the Arts
High School of Fine Arts.

D'yer Mak'er ( Led Zeppelin) .



,  j ’ a i  p e i n t  p o u r  l a  p r e m i è r e  f o i s  u n  o b j e t  –  u n e  p a i r e  d e  c h a u s s u r e s  –
a v e c  u n e  f i g u r e  d u  p e u p l e  M e n t a w a i .  L e  p e u p l e  M e n t a w a i  e s t  u n e
t r i b u  i n d i g è n e  q u i  n e  p o r t e  p a s  d e  c h a u s s u r e s .  L e  f a i t  d e  v o i r  l e
t a b l e a u  m ’ a  p r o c u r é  u n  g r a n d  s e n t i m e n t  d e  s a t i s f a c t i o n .  C ’ e s t  p e u t -
ê t r e  l à  q u e  l a  f u s i o n  d e  l a  r é a l i t é  e t  d e  l ’ i m a g i n a t i o n  a  c o m m e n c é  à
p r e n d r e  f o r m e  e n  t a n t  q u ’ e x p r e s s i o n  p e r s o n n e l l e .  M ê m e  s i  j e  n e
c o n n a i s s a i s  p a s  l e  s u r r é a l i s m e  e n  p e i n t u r e  à  l ’ é p o q u e ,  c e t t e  p é r i o d e  a
m a r q u é  l e  d é b u t  d e  m o n  v o y a g e  d a n s  l a  p e i n t u r e .  A u  c o u r s  d e  c e t t e
p h a s e ,  j ’ a i  é g a l e m e n t  c o m m e n c é  à  p e i n d r e  d e s  p e r s o n n a g e s  d e
p o u p é e s  a u x  g r a n d s  y e u x .
L e s  s u j e t s  d e  m e s  p e i n t u r e s ,  q u i  m ê l e n t  l a  r é a l i t é  a u  d o m a i n e  d e
l ’ i m a g i n a t i o n ,  s o n t  r e s t é s  p a r t i e  i n t é g r a n t e  d e  m o n  t r a v a i l  e t
c o n t i n u e n t  d e  m ’ i n f l u e n c e r .  E n  e f f e t ,  c ’ e s t  a u  c o u r s  d e  c e s  p r e m i è r e s
e x p é r i e n c e s  d e  p e i n t u r e  q u e  j ’ a i  c o m m e n c é  à  s a i s i r  l ’ e s s e n c e  d e  l ’ a r t
e t  à  a p p r é c i e r  l a  b e a u t é  v i s u e l l e  q u e  m e s  c r é a t i o n s  v é h i c u l a i e n t .
P l u t ô t  q u e  d e  d e s s i n e r ,  j ’ a i  c o m m e n c é  à  c r é e r  d e s  t a b l e a u x  !

 

J e  c h e r c h e  à  t r a n s f o r m e r  l e s  «  f a i t s  d e  l a  r é a l i t é  »  e n  e x p r e s s i o n s
é m o t i o n n e l l e s  e t  i m a g i n a t i v e s ,  c o n f é r a n t  a i n s i  à  m o n  t r a v a i l  u n
c a r a c t è r e  p e r s o n n a l i s é .  C ’ e s t  u n  p r o c e s s u s  e x a l t a n t .  C ’ e s t  p o u r q u o i  j e
c o n s i d è r e  m o n  a t e l i e r  d e  p e i n t u r e  c o m m e  u n  l a b o r a t o i r e  m i n i a t u r e .

L e s  s u j e t s  d e  m e s  p e i n t u r e s  –  l e s  o b j e t s
d e  l a  r é a l i t é  e t  l e  m o n d e  d e
l ’ i m a g i n a t i o n  –  s o n t  r e s t é s  t r è s  p r o c h e s
d e  m o i  e t  c o n t i n u e n t  d ’ i n f l u e n c e r  m o n
t r a v a i l .  E n  e f f e t ,  l o r s  d e  m e s  p r e m i è r e s
e x p é r i e n c e s  a v e c  l a  p e i n t u r e ,  j ’ a i
c o m m e n c é  à  c o m p r e n d r e  l e  s e n s  d e
c e t t e  f o r m e  d ’ a r t  e t  à  a p p r é c i e r  l a
b e a u t é  v i s u e l l e  q u e  m e s  c r é a t i o n s
v é h i c u l a i e n t .  A u  l i e u  d e  d e s s i n e r ,  j ’ a i
c o m m e n c é  à  c r é e r  d e s  p e i n t u r e s  !
D e p u i s  l ’ é c o l e  p r i m a i r e ,  j e  p r é f è r e  l e
d e s s i n  a u x  a u t r e s  m a t i è r e s  e t  j ’ a i
s o u v e n t  r e p r é s e n t é  l ’ é c o l e  d a n s  d e s
c o n c o u r s  d e  d e s s i n .  P e n d a n t  m e s
é t u d e s  à  l a  H i g h  S c h o o l  o f  F i n e  A r t s
( 1 9 9 2  –  1 9 9 5 )



B o r n  i n  1 9 6 5  i n  t h e  S o u t h  B r o n x ,  A m e r i c a n  T o r r i c k  A b l a c k ,  o f
C a r i b b e a n  o r i g i n ,  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  p r e c u r s o r s  o f  t h e  G r a f f i t i
m o v e m e n t  o f  t h e  8 0 s .  G r o w i n g  u p  i n  t h e  B r o n x ,  T o x i c  b e g a n
g r a f f i t i i n g  t r a i n s  a n d  w a l l s  i n  N e w  Y o r k  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  1 3 ,
a l o n g s i d e  h i s  f r i e n d s .

A  f e l l o w  t r a v e l e r  o f  J e a n - M i c h e l  B a s q u i a t ,  h e  f o r m e d  t h e
H o l l y w o o d  A f r i c a n s  g r o u p  w i t h  B a s q u i a t  a n d  R a m m e l z e e ,  n a m e d
a f t e r  a  f a m o u s  B a s q u i a t  p a i n t i n g .

T o x i c  w i l l  a p p e a r  i n  t h r e e  o f  B a s q u i a t ' s  w o r k s .  T h e  b e s t - k n o w n ,
m a d e  i n  1 9 8 4 ,  s h o w s  h i m  i n  f u l l - l e n g t h  a n d  b e a r s  h i s  n a m e
" T o x i c " ;  t h i s  w o r k  i s  e x h i b i t e d  a t  t h e  W h i t n e y  M u s e u m .

I n  t h e  8 0 s ,  h e  e x h i b i t e d  r e g u l a r l y  i n  N e w  Y o r k  a t  t h e  f a m o u s
F a s h i o n  M o d a  G a l l e r y  a n d  a t  S i d n e y  J a n i s .  O v e r  t h e  p a s t  3 0
y e a r s ,  h i s  t a l e n t  a n d  s u c c e s s  w i t h  a  d i s c e r n i n g  p u b l i c  h a v e
n e v e r  w a v e r e d .  H i s  w o r k  i s  e x h i b i t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  E u r o p e .

I n  2 0 0 6 ,  t h e  B r o o k l y n  M u s e u m  p a i d  h o m a g e  t o  t h e  p r e c u r s o r s  o f
t h e  g r a f f i t i  m o v e m e n t ,  c o n s e c r a t i n g  T o x i c  a s  a  m a j o r  a r t i s t
a l o n g s i d e  s u c h  l e g e n d s  a s  N O C  1 6 7  a n d  B e a r  1 6 7 .

T o d a y ,  h e  i s  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  g r e a t  m a s t e r s  w h o  t o o k
s t r e e t  a r t  t o  t h e  h e i g h t s  o f  c o n t e m p o r a r y  a r t .

T o x i c ,  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  o n e  o f
t h e  p i o n e e r s  o f  s t r e e t  a r t  i n
t h e  ' 8 0 s ,  w i l l  p r e s e n t
p a i n t i n g s  s t i l l  i n f l u e n c e d  b y
l e t t e r i n g ,  s o m e t i m e s  p u s h e d
t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  a b s t r a c t i o n .
H e  d e l i v e r s  a  c o m p l e x ,
c o l o r f u l  u n i v e r s e  o f  s y m b o l s
a n d  t a g s .  H i s  m a s t e r y  o f
c o l o r  r e m a i n s  i n t a c t  a n d
c l e a r l y  r e c o g n i z a b l e .  .

I n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h
p h o t o g r a p h e r  F r e d  A t a x ,
p h o t o s  o f  H a i t i  r e w o r k e d  w i t h
s p r a y  p a i n t  w i l l  a l s o  b e
p r e s e n t e d ,  a l o n g  w i t h
d r a w i n g s ,  t o  s h o w  t h e  f u l l
r a n g e  o f  h i s  c u r r e n t  w o r k



«  I n  t h i s  g r e a t  t h e a t e r  o f  t h e  p e r s o n  a n d  h i s  m u l t i p l e
i d e n t i t i e s ,  I  q u e s t i o n  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  a n d  w e i g h t  o f
o t h e r s ’  g a z e s  a n d  t h e  p a t h  t o  d e t a c h m e n t  f r o m  t h i s
h o l d .  »

H u g o  B a u d o u i n  i s  a  F r a n c e - b a s e d  a r t i s t  w h o s e
p a i n t i n g s  h a v e  b e e n  e x h i b i t e d  n a t i o n a l l y ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i n
t h e  U S A ,  G e r m a n y  a n d  t h e  U K .  H i s  f i g u r a t i v e  w o r k s
t r a n s l a t e  w h a t ’ s  h i d d e n  i n s i d e ,  r e v e a l i n g  s o c i a l
i c o n o g r a p h y ,  s e x u a l i t y  a n d  a e s t h e t i c  f a n t a s y .  T h r o u g h
h i s  a r t ,  B a u d o u i n  a i m s  t o  c o n f r o n t  t h e  v i e w e r  w i t h  h i s
o w n  i n d i v i d u a l i t y .  H e  c r e a t e s  u s i n g  a  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f
o i l s ,  a c r y l i c s  a n d  s p r a y  p a i n t .

HUGO BAUD


